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| WASHINGTON, Aug, 23 —• Pages? 
rfram the raw record of ; p , national j 
j nightmare, committed •:». ' • paper, 1 
Jumped top secret and fifed away Jar { 
j 38 years; a 1859 urim lysis bf Lee Bar- 
fv*y Oswald; frantic requokikitbr tios- 


} stars scribe man arrested, axliphn F, I 
j Kennedy's assassin; ballistic# tests ots | 
kfte mail-order nfte, a scale modal of f 
i fee grassy knell, : ^ - ^ B> 

* The [National Archives' huge cache 
\«t Cover nment documents. on ; a»e"as* 
sassinatios of President Kennedy was 
Opened today, offering a treasure trove 
for conspiracy theorists, a wealth of! 
grease details for historians : and a hot- j 
iomfesspst of memory, loss and mya- 1 
ten? for those who ■.recall the Presl- 
dent's murder. Included were 90,000 I 
pgges of documents from {he Centra l 
Intelligence Agency, thousands of 
Presidential payer s investigative fifes, 
photographs end memorandums 
Hearsay, Kumar and innuendo 
The files show how the C I.A. scram- 
hied in the hours altar the assassina- 
tion on Nov. 22, 1993, to locate dnssiers 
on Oswald {they found 36), They record 
a €.!,A, official’s fear that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation ms tailing; 


him as he met witn tee monster the 
CIA. had hired to kill Fidel Castro. 
They include a thousand shards of evi- 
dence, and thousands more of hearsay, 
rumor, gossip, innuendo and nonsense. 

Since thousands of C.f.A. record# and I 
other materials remain .classified,; 
pieces are still missing from' 'fhe pus* i 
zle. And the Im'drmMion : disclosed 
amounted to less than the 1,033 boxes of 
materials opened today; a surprisingly 
large number of the documents -con- 
sisted of newspaper eilppings staraped j 
secret by the C.I.A, and multiple copies f 
of she same report from different files, f 
? Evidence for Everyone 

But for those who believe that the 
assassination was the sole work of Os- 
jwaid, an ex-martae who had failed in 
luusrly?:: mmry esdea* nr, including an 
[attempt »*tefect to Moscow; the newly 
! released - documents offer the firou 
jproefeAnd for those who believe that 
[Oswald; did not act alone die doets- 
|ments also offer substantiation, 

| “This will feed another generation of 
j assassination huffs, the children of a*, 
jsassinatkm huffs,” said Edward Jay 

| Continued on Page Ail, Column 1 


. »'W-£f k g*> f 

! Cmtiu i,i( Por>i rd geA? j 

Epstein, who wrote three books and an 
anthology an the assussimutost. 
feany theories have Pena put for- 
' ward ™ 6he Soviet# did it, die Cubans 
did it, the Mafia did it ~~ put the Hies 
appear to Isold no smoking gun. ft wasj 
reaction to «nd revulsion toward, an j 
unusually ornate assassination theory! 
~ the lltoi nmvie “JFK" directed by; 
Oliver Stem?, which posits that, s seam 
!jf military officers arid intelligence! 
officials pioued the killing .— that; 
prompted Congress to order the files! 

by »Ckj<>y, > 

Most of the documents pored ever all 
ddy by researchers ansi reporters were j 
long-secret materials reviewed bv two i 
Government commissions that* had! 
studied the assassination, r 
rise Warren Commission ruled Ini 
166-t that Oswald, acting atone,. killed - 
the President with. twe shuts from a] 
cheap mail-order rifle firedifrom the 
sixth-floor window of the Texas School j 
Bixsk Deposit a y so downtown, Dallas. ; 

A House street committee esneiuded ! 
in 1373 that Oswald hided the President 
wtth two sfe-ts, but that there was 
evidence to support a theory- that a'. 
third shot t»:ay have cams from s 
grassy knoil .. russ the place. 

‘Reasonaule People' PSssgrea 
Among the Warren Commission's 
moss controversial findings was what 
conspiracy theorists have ridiculed as 
the “magic builet" conclusion — that 
one of she shots Oswald fired passed 
through the President, struck Mr, Can- 
naiiy in the hack, exited through his 
chess, passed through his right wrist, 
entered his left thigh and later showed 
up. largely insect, on a hospital stretch- 
er. Conspiracy theorists say one bullet 
could noi !nVv>;' crsvddd so tortuous ^ 
route and su 5i wined $o little damage. 

"A reasonable person could conclude 
either that Oswald acted atone or that- 
there was a second shooter, 5 ’ sale 0. 
Robert Blahs v, chief counsel . feythe ; 
House committee, "The single best ex- 
planation wa?> mst si there were a 
t second shooter, there seas involvement 
of organized crime." 

That latter explanation has toeiaH 
.ascinafed speculation, 

Thu organ iced-crime element to 
which Mr. Slokev referred was a New 
Orleans facts? at presided over by Santo 
Trafficante Jr., who died to 1987. The 
matertal made public today includes I 
C.I.A. documents describing how tliei 
agency's leaders to 1338 asked an or- 1 
gantsetf crime figure. Johnny Resells,; 
to arrange fti! "she Ifeuldation of Fidel j 


v astro,- which the documents de-; 
scribed as “a *nsi«ve mission repute- ! 
<;T; mg gangsser-iype actbm.“ SSr.lRoseSli ! 

I to turn, asked for the help ofjii? jxaffi- ; 

I.B e ? me B ho vntfenook several ! failed j 
pmts to kill Mr. Castro. 

I « Ait E the K ‘ -«aedy assassfeattiw, Mr ' 
Soselh s contact to the C.IA, became 
, nervous ,«xn. meeting him to public, 
l|g certain that toe F.8..1, was spying an 
Ip the meetings, the documents show. Mr, 
ifosedi's body was found in a 55-gailon 
5 oil drum floating off the Florida coast 
||T ill 1978. 

iS - 


Mk : Blakey was at the archive today) 
reviewing the old files with a practiced 
eye. “None of this ntatariaf » esstireiy 
new," he said, "The Warren Oimrati#*. 
sie« bad access to most of this stuff, 
and what they didn't have access to. wo 
had access to in 1679. This is net a 
current event. This is a historical foot- 
no?.;-. ” . ,/ 

'But he salt! Use boxes offered-meuy 
exusiipfea of material chat sham have, 
toted diseteed but was kept secret, and { 
vice, versa, Ha cited as ss example af 
the first' an tmearrofeorated assertion 
that a wtsmatt who ftad worked at th« 
Cuban , Embassy in Mexico City, ; had 
itaU a:seauai;liais«i with Oswatsf' two 
mouths, before the ass&sstoaslsm 
Other researchers uoted fee esntinu- ; 
tug el&mMlcmm of fife# on a CU,A, 
plan codo-tiamed 2S Rifle, which coo- 
lerrsgSated the assesstoatloa of torefgu j 
; leaders. The plea was referred to, bin I 
i «<H detailed bf, fee iS7§ House aasassb { 

; ssa«o» commute*- ! 

■ fl'^tteitegFublkSI skw&t , |i ; j 

Because President distort has not 
• i appototed as independent paaef to re» | 

! view the dtwumems, as was smiled for | 
i bk ? Congress last year, fee agencies 
i that created the secro|s are allowed to ! 

I decide what secrets is kes», Mr, Bin- l 
j key said, : 

David TV,; Beils, counsel to the War* 
j rss Commission and the executive dl- ; 
i rector of the Rockefeller Cemmissiaa, 

I which also examined the assassination, : 
l said today's release was "only the first 
i He called an the ClX to make . 
j public all Its fifes on the case, 

I “With the public distrust of govern* : 
{ meat, the, need to restore pahiis trust : 

{ for outweighs any need for secrecy," , 
rite said. He added feat the "fetofepro-i 
f sentattous of the truth by Hoiiywsod," j 
j e»tdd only lie rectified by a complete j 
j disclosure of ail the Government has 
known about the case, 

I Mr. Belto also said it was partietdar- i 
i Jy important for the C.I.A, to refeaseall j 
i us files because the agency had vi&i&i- 1 : 
ed a» order from President Lvadsn g. j 
ioanseu by withholding some docs- 
awtofo from ih« Warren Commtoloti ! 
nearly 3d years ago. 



